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Course Description

The primary objective of this course is to provide a comprehensive introduction to experimental
methodology in economics.

By the end of the course, students will have acquired the fundamental tools necessary to understand
the existing experimental literature, critically assess the strengths and weaknesses of experimental
research papers, and design and conduct experiments as part of their research projects.

This course is open to graduate students enrolled in the Vilfrido Pareto Ph.D. in Economics
program and is aimed at students interested in experimental economics, including online, lab, and
lab-in-the-field experiments. In addition to its methodological focus, the course is also a field-
course that touches upon key topics such as social preferences and norms, political economy,
and environmental economics.

It is particularly beneficial for students who plan to conduct experiments as part of their research
projects and for those who wish to critically engage with experimental literature in their field of
specialization.

No prior knowledge of experimental economics is required, but a basic understanding of statistics
and econometrics is recommended.


http://www.pieroconzo.altervista.org/wordpress/
https://sites.google.com/site/mbnet26/home
https://www.closer.unito.it/

Grading

Final exam — A take-home assignment requiring students to propose a research question and design
an experimental study to address it. The experimental design must demonstrate mastery of
methodological tools discussed in the course and should be grounded in relevant literature. The

final assignment is due within two weeks of the course’s conclusion (negotiable) and must be
presented in class.

Course Outline /[fentative]

Part 1 — Experimental methods and applications [Instructor: M. Blanco]
Lecture 1: Introduction + Experimental Methods

Lecture 2: Experimental Methods + Why do we do experiments in Social Sciences
Lecture 3: Measuring Social preferences

Lecture 4: Social preferences models

Lecture 6: Discrimination

Lecture 5: Measuring Social Norms

Part 2 — Online survey experiments and applications [Instructor: P. Conzo]
Lecture 1: What do we mean by (and why do we need to run) online survey experiments?
Lecture 2: Some tips on (careful) planning and running survey experiments

Lecture 3: Response biases

Lecture 4: Survey experiments in Political Economy

Lecture 5: Survey experiments in Environmental Economics

Lecture 6: Survey experiments on Social Preferences
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