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PhD (field-)Course in 
“Behavioral and Experimental Economics” 

Academic year 2025-2026 

Instructors 
Mariana Blanco 
Associate Professor of Economics, Dept. of Economics, Social Studies, Applied Mathematics and 
Statistics, UniTo. 
Personal Website  
 
Pierluigi Conzo 
Associate Professor of Economics, Dept. of Economics & Statistics “Cognetti de Martiis”, UniTo. 
Director of the Center for LabOratory Simulation and Experimental Research, CLOSER, UniTo. 
Collegio Carlo Alberto, Research fellow. 
Personal Website Website of CLOSER 
 
 

Duration 
• Total Hours: 24h [12+12] 
• Third term: Feb-March 2026 [tentative] 

 

Course Description 
The primary objective of this course is to provide a comprehensive introduction to experimental 
methodology in economics.  

By the end of the course, students will have acquired the fundamental tools necessary to understand 
the existing experimental literature, critically assess the strengths and weaknesses of experimental 
research papers, and design and conduct experiments as part of their research projects. 

This course is open to graduate students enrolled in the Vilfrido Pareto Ph.D. in Economics 
program and is aimed at students interested in experimental economics, including online, lab, and 
lab-in-the-field experiments. In addition to its methodological focus, the course is also a field-
course that touches upon key topics such as social preferences and norms, political economy, 
and environmental economics.  

It is particularly beneficial for students who plan to conduct experiments as part of their research 
projects and for those who wish to critically engage with experimental literature in their field of 
specialization. 

No prior knowledge of experimental economics is required, but a basic understanding of statistics 
and econometrics is recommended. 

http://www.pieroconzo.altervista.org/wordpress/
https://sites.google.com/site/mbnet26/home
https://www.closer.unito.it/
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Grading  
Final exam – A take-home assignment requiring students to propose a research question and design 
an experimental study to address it. The experimental design must demonstrate mastery of 
methodological tools discussed in the course and should be grounded in relevant literature. The 
final assignment is due within two weeks of the course’s conclusion (negotiable) and must be 
presented in class. 

 

Course Outline [tentative] 

Part 1 – Experimental methods and applications [Instructor: M. Blanco] 

Lecture 1: Introduction + Experimental Methods 

Lecture 2: Experimental Methods + Why do we do experiments in Social Sciences 

Lecture 3: Measuring Social preferences 

Lecture 4: Social preferences models 

Lecture 6: Discrimination 

Lecture 5: Measuring Social Norms 

Part 2 – Online survey experiments and applications [Instructor: P. Conzo] 

Lecture 1: What do we mean by (and why do we need to run) online survey experiments? 

Lecture 2: Some tips on (careful) planning and running survey experiments 

Lecture 3: Response biases  

Lecture 4: Survey experiments in Political Economy 

Lecture 5: Survey experiments in Environmental Economics 

Lecture 6: Survey experiments on Social Preferences  
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Part 1 

• Loewenstein, G. (1999) ”Experimental Economics from the Vantage-Point of Behavioural 
Economics” The Economic Journal, 109, 453, pp. F25-F34. 

• Rubinstein, A. (2001) ”A theorist’s view of experiments” European Economic Review, (45) pp. 
615-628. 

• Levitt, S.D. and List, J.A. (2007) “What do laboratory experiments measuring social preferences 
reveal about the real world?”. The Journal of Economic Perspectives, 21(2), pp.153-174. 

• Cleave, B. L., Nikiforakis, N., & Slonim, R. (2013). “Is there selection bias in laboratory 
experiments? The case of social and risk preferences.” Experimental Economics, 16(3), 372-382. 

• Brandts, J., & Charness, G. (2000). “Hot vs. cold: Sequential responses and preference stability 
in experimental games”. Experimental Economics, 2(3), 227-238. 

• Charness, G., & Rabin, M. (2002). “Understanding social preferences with simple tests”. The 
Quarterly Journal of Economics, 117(3), 817-869. 

• Fehr, E. and Schmidt, K.M. (1999). “A Theory of Fairness, Competition and Cooperation.” 
Quarterly Journal of Economics 114, 817-868. 

• Blanco, M., Engelmann, D. and Normann, H. (2011) “A Within-Subject Analysis of Other-
Regarding Preferences” Games and Economic Behavior, (72), pp. 321-338. 

• Brock, J. Michelle, Andreas Lange, and Erkut Y. Ozbay. “Dictating the risk: Experimental 
evidence on giving in risky environments.” The American Economic Review 103.1 (2013): 415-
437. 

• Di Tella, Rafael, Perez-Truglia, R., Babino, A., & Sigman, M. (2015) “Conveniently Upset: 
Avoiding Altruism by Distorting Beliefs about Others’ Altruism.” The American Economic 
Review 105.11 (2015): 3416-3442. 

• Bertrand, M., & Mullainathan, S. (2004). “Are Emily and Greg more employable than Lakisha 
and Jamal? A field experiment on labor market discrimination.” The American Economic Review, 
94(4), 991-1013. 

• Niederle, M., & Vesterlund, L. (2007). “Do women shy away from competition? Do men compete 
too much?” The Quarterly Journal of Economics, 122(3), 1067-1101. 

• Chen, Yan, and Sherry Xin Li (2009).“Group identity and social preferences.” The American 
Economic Review 99 (1), 431-457. 

• Fershtman, C., & Gneezy, U. (2001). “Discrimination in a segmented society: An experimental 
approach.” The Quarterly Journal of Economics, 116(1), 351-377. 

• Bursztyn, L., González, A. L., & Yanagizawa-Drott, D. (2020). “Misperceived social norms: 
Women working outside the home in Saudi Arabia”. American Economic Review, 110(10), 2997-
3029. 

• Aycinena, D., Rentschler, L., Beranek, B., & Schulz, J. F. (2022). “Social norms and dishonesty 
across societies.” Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, 119(31), e2120138119. 

• -Bicchieri, C., & Xiao, E. (2009). “Do the right thing: but only if others do so.” Journal of 
Behavioral Decision Making, 22(2), 191-208. 

• Krupka, E. L., & Weber, R. A. (2013). “Identifying social norms using coordination games: Why 
does dictator game sharing vary?” Journal of the European Economic Association, 11(3), 495-
524. 

• Aycinena, D., Bogliacino, F., & Kimbrough, E. O. (2024). “Measuring norms: Assessing the 
threat of social desirability bias to the Bicchieri and Xiao elicitation method”. Journal of 
Economic Behavior & Organization, 222, 225-239. 
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Part 2 

• Fetzer, T., Hensel, L., Hermle, J., & Roth, C. (2020). “Coronavirus perceptions and economic 
anxiety.” Review of Economics and Statistics. 

• Arechar, A. A., Gächter, S., & Molleman, L. (2018). “Conducting interactive experiments 
online.” Experimental Economics, 21(1), 99–131. 

• Buso, I. M., Di Cagno, D., De Caprariis, S., Ferrari, L., Larocca, V., Lorè, L., Marazzi, F., 
Panaccione, L., & Spadoni, L. (2021). “Lab-like findings from online experiments.” Journal of 
the Economic Science Association, 7(2), 184–193. 

• Snowberg, E., & Yariv, L. (2021). “Testing the waters: Behavior across participant pools.” 
American Economic Review, 111(2), 687–719. 

• Stantcheva, S. (2023). “How to run surveys: A guide to creating your own identifying variation 
and revealing the invisible.” Annual Review of Economics, 15, 205–234. 

• Zizzo, D. J. (2010). Experimenter demand effects in economic experiments. Experimental 
Economics, 13, 75-98. 

• Haaland, I., Roth, C., & Wohlfart, J. (2023). Designing information provision experiments. 
Journal of economic literature, 61(1), 3-40. 

• Haaland, I., König, J., Roth, C., & Wohlfart, J. (2024). Information experiments. 
• Andre, P., Boneva, T., Chopra, F., & Falk, A. (2024). “Globally representative evidence on the 

actual and perceived support for climate action.” Nature Climate Change, 14(3), 253–259. 
• Andre, P., Boneva, T., Chopra, F., & Falk, A. (2024). “Misperceived social norms and 

willingness to act against climate change.” Review of Economics and Statistics, 1–46. 
• Berkebile-Weinberg, M., Goldwert, D., Doell, K. C., Van Bavel, J. J., & Vlasceanu, M. (2024). 

“The differential impact of climate interventions along the political divide in 60 countries.” 
Nature Communications, 15(1), 3885. 

• Bernard, R., Tzamourani, P., & Weber, M. (2023). “Climate change and individual behavior.” 
Chicago Booth Research Paper, (22-13), 2022–66. 

• Dechezleprêtre, A., Fabre, A., Kruse, T., Planterose, B., Chico, A. S., & Stantcheva, S. (2022). 
“Fighting climate change: International attitudes toward climate policies.” National Bureau of 
Economic Research (No. w30265). 

• Milinski, M., Sommerfeld, R. D., Krambeck, H. J., Reed, F. A., & Marotzke, J. (2008). “The 
collective-risk social dilemma and the prevention of simulated dangerous climate change.” 
Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, 105(7), 2291–2294. 

• Szekely, A., Lipari, F., Antonioni, A., Paolucci, M., Sánchez, A., Tummolini, L., & 
Andrighetto, G. (2021). “Evidence from a long-term experiment that collective risks change 
social norms and promote cooperation.” Nature Communications, 12(1), 5452. 

• Renault, Y. A. E. D. T., & Stantcheva, S. (2025). Emotions and Policy Views. 
• Alesina, A., Miano, A., & Stantcheva, S. (2023). Immigration and redistribution. The Review of 

Economic Studies, 90(1), 1-39. 
• Barrera, O., Guriev, S., Henry, E., & Zhuravskaya, E. (2020). “Facts, alternative facts, and fact-

checking in times of post-truth politics.” Journal of Public Economics, 182, 104123. 
• Callen, M., Ferman, B., Gulzar, S., Hasanain, A., & Yuchtman, N. (2020). “Political identity: 

Experimental evidence on anti-Americanism in Pakistan.” Journal of the European Economic 
Association, 18(5), 2532–2560. 

• Egorov, G., Fiorin, S., & Bursztyn, L. (2020). “From extreme to mainstream: The erosion of 
social norms.” American Economic Review, 110(11), 3522–3548. 

• Gambetta, D., & Morisi, D. (2022). “COVID-19 infection induces higher trust in strangers.” 
Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, 119, e2116818119. 
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• Mertens, S., Herberz, M., Hahnel, U. J. J., & Brosch, T. (2022). “The effectiveness of nudging: 
A meta-analysis of choice architecture interventions across behavioral domains.” Proceedings 
of the National Academy of Sciences, 119(1), e2107346118.  

• Buchan, N. R., Grimalda, G., Wilson, R., Brewer, M., Fatas, E., & Foddy, M. (2009). 
“Globalization and human cooperation.” Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, 
106(11), 4138–4142. 

• Falk, A., Becker, A., Dohmen, T., Huffman, D. B., & Sunde, U. (2023). “The preference survey 
module: A validated instrument for measuring risk, time, and social preferences.” Management 
Science. 

• Falk, A., Becker, A., Dohmen, T., Enke, B., Sunde, U., & Huffman, D. (2018). “Global 
evidence on economic preferences.” The Quarterly Journal of Economics, 133(4), 1645–1692. 

• Aassve, A., Capezzone, T., Cavalli, N., Conzo, P., & Peng, C. (2024). “Social and political trust 
diverge during a crisis.” Scientific Reports, 14(1), 331.  

• Daniele, G., Martinangeli, A., Passarelli, F., Sas, W., & Windsteiger, L. (2023). “Externalities 
and the erosion of trust.” CESifo Working Paper No. 10474.  


